
 March 2020 Newsletter 

Can you believe it is already March and we are finishing up the third quarter of the school year? It has been a great school 

year so far and we have many exciting things happening in the spring. 

 Take a look at the list below. Does it speak to things we would like for our students to experience here at Monterey or at 

any school? 

1.) Reducing non-academic distractions. 

2.) An easier morning for parents. 

3.) Improved feelings of community. 

4.) Reduced violence and student behavioral problems. 

5.) Encouragement of other forms of individual self-expression. 

 

Our scholars do experience this because these are the top five benefits of having a school uniform! We want our students 
to thrive academically and here at Monterey we want to remove other barriers so that students can focus on academics.  
Our school uniform helps us do that. 

 

At Monterey, we have many color options for uniforms to make it easier to find uniforms. Shirts can be red, black, navy 
blue or white polo shirts.  Bottoms (skirts, shorts, pants) can be navy blue, khaki or black (NO LEGGINGS).  All shirts, 
hoodies, sweaters or jackets cannot have any logos on them (with the exception of the Monterey logo).   

 

Students are required to wear a uniform and follow the uniform policy located in the Parent Handbook.  We have added a 
few days in which students can wear spirit gear and non-uniform clothes so that students could have opportunities for uni-
form free days.  

 

Let’s continue to work together to make sure our students have the best educational opportunities and to make Monterey 
the best school for our students to grow and achieve! 

 

Monterey R.O.C.K.S! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Kellie Moore, Principal 

Erika Tunson, Assistant Principal 



KINDERGARTEN 

Our Kindergarteners continue to work on 
their reading and writing skills, as they 
learn more letters and sounds and how to 
blend them to make words.  You may see 
them stretch words (say each sound as they 
read or write them).  Please remember to 
read with you child every day for at least 
20 minutes and to practice sight words for 
at least 10 minutes.  All of this helps stu-
dents become better readers and writ-
ers.  Our Kindergarteners are also learning 
to add and subtract numbers to 10 by 
drawing pictures, using number bonds and 
writing number sentences.  On March 2nd 
Kindergarten will celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday by participating in Read Across 
America and they will learn about the life 
of Dr. Seuss.  Later in March our focus 
will be on the Sun and how it helps the 
Earth and then on our community.  This is 
an exciting learning time for Kindergarten-
ers! 

As always, thank you for all your help and 
support. 

The Kindergarten Team  

FIRST GRADE 

We starting Unit 5 in Reading and will 
be talking a lot about classifying and 
categorizing items. Students should be 
reading to someone, with someone, and 
listening to reading every day. They 
should be able to retell what they read. 
Students should practice their sight 
words daily. 
In Math, we are finishing up adding two
-digit numbers and will soon move to 
talking about shapes and time. Talking 
about time and using clocks at home 
will help students. In writing we are still 
working on writing informational/
explanatory and opinion writing, but 
soon moving over to writing research 
papers. 
This month is super exciting for first 
grade we will be visiting Dion’s Pizza 
as part of our Math Unit. We will be 
going on the 13th of March and each 
child needs $6 to attend the field trip a 
letter and a permission slip will be sent 
home later this week.  
It is an exciting time in first grade! 
Ms. Opp, Ms. Martinez, and Ms. Urich  

SECOND GRADE 

There are many exciting things happen-
ing in second grade. Students have 
turned the corner and are reading text to 
prepare them for the next grade level. 
They are exploring many different gen-
res and using their comprehension 
skills.  Students are finishing up Module 
5 in math which included adding and 
subtracting 3 digit numbers. Now we 
will move on to grouping to set the 
foundation for 3rd grade math. In writing 
students continue their practice with 
opinion writing and are gearing up for a 
new genre soon. The work is getting 
harder, but the students are eager to 
meet the challenge.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

MUSIC 

Fifth Grade 

The 3rd quarter just flew by!  We want 
to thank you for being flexible with all 
the snow days and special event days 
we incurred.  What a crazy couple of 
weeks!  Please continue to check your 
student's homework folder as we will 
be sending home information about 3rd 
quarter conferences and VERY IM-
PORTANT dates regarding CMAS 
testing.  The students will continue to 
work on their Science Fair Project.  The 
dates for completion and judging are 
included in the Science Fair packet that 
was sent home.  Please make sure you 
are aware of the due dates.  As we pre-
pare for state testing, it will be extreme-
ly beneficial for you child to read at 
least 30 minutes a night.  They continue 
to have reading response homework 
daily.  They will also benefit from math 
practice at home.  We have been prac-
ticing multi-digit multiplication in 
small groups and it is easy to create 
problems at home as well. 

Physical education is working on many dif-
ferent things this quarter. Kinder and 1st 
grade students have started doing the dance 
Macarena and moving their bodies to a 
steady and unsteady beat. 2nd grade students 
are working on tumbling, moving and bal-
ancing their bodies in gymnastics Showing 
their skills and balanced bodies. 3rd graders 
are learning how to chase, flee and run away 
from someone. They do this for games and 
4th graders are putting together a gymnastic 
routine to present to their classmates. Finally 
5th graders are doing archery! Archery is us-
ing bows and arrows to hit a target. 

Lots and lots of activities in Monterey P.E. in 
3rd quarter!!! 

Hello Art Students! 

It has been a cold few months, but hopefully 
creating has kept you warm. Second graders 
and fourth graders have been working on art 
contests! One is for Doodle for Google and 
the other is for Colorado Outdoors and Wild-
life. We have been busy but are looking for-
ward to the Banner Show in World Arena in 
May as well as our school-wide art show. 
This year, we have been focusing on follow-
ing directions carefully. All students are en-
couraged to listen to Ms. Lauffenburger and 
then follow her example. As a result, there 
have been several times where students have 
needed to start over and try again. But if we 
can follow directions now, then it will be 
much more fun to paint in April and May!  

ART 

We’re wrapping up our unit on pitch in the 
music room!  Students have been learning 
games and songs to help them sing notes cor-
rectly.  Our third and fourth graders are still 
working on learning to play recorders and are 
making great progress.  Students in all grade 
levels are really beginning to combine the 
skills that they’ve been mastering into quality 
finished work.  Keep it up mustangs! 

If your student is in mariachi, please help 
them remember to bring their instruments on 
the days that we have practice!  Some stu-
dents are falling behind because they continue 
to miss practice.  All students should be com-
ing on Mondays at 8:00.  Violin students also 
need their instruments on Tuesdays, trumpets 
on Wednesdays, and guitars on Fridays.  
We’re looking forward to a great performance 
at the end of the year! 



CounCelor’s Corner HEALTH CLINIC news 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

MARCH 2020 

Did you know that 80% of what children 
are expected to learn in and outside of 
school requires good vision and that other 
health conditions can be assessed by an 
eye exam? The number of children devel-
oping myopia (nearsightedness) is grow-
ing and more kids are getting them at an 
early age. Some conditions, such 
as amblyopia, or "lazy eye," are most 
treatable when caught at a young age and 
are difficult to fix if it's diagnosed when a 
child is older. When detected early, 
measures can be taken to slow the progres-
sion and reduce the risk of further serious 
eye problems later in life. The vision 
screenings conducted at Monterey have 
been completed but they are used to screen 
apparent problems a student might have. 
Although you child may have passed the 
screening an annual eye exam is the only 
way to ensure your child is seeing clearly. 
Referral letters have been sent home for 
those who did not pass the vision screen.  

NO SCHOOL 

Parent/Teacher  

8 AM-4 PM 

Conferences  

Skate City 4-6 PM 

Dr. Suess’ B-day 

Night 5-7 PM 

Read Across America 
Evening Conferences 

4-7 PM 

Family Nature Spring Picture day! 

Chipotle  Fundraiser 

4-8 PM 

ON-site Dentist  

Learning is a social activity. Classroom 
instructional practices often require stu-
dents to interact and communicate effec-
tively with their peers. This is especially 
true when students are placed in coopera-
tive groups to accomplish a shared goal. 
Cooperative activities help students prac-
tice social skills, develop a deeper under-
standing of the material, acquire new per-
spectives, utilize critical-thinking skills, 
and learn the skills needed to put ideas 
and concepts into words. Students at 
Monterey are learning about ways to 
make communication more effective. 
They are also learning about common 
errors in communication like interrupting 
and ignoring. Since communication is 
such an important aspect in our everyday 
lives, this information will help our stu-
dents grow and achieve throughout their 
lives! 

Monterey Parents, 

We are still in need of V.I.P.’s . If you 

would like to volunteer fill out the V.I.P. 
application  on the hsd2.org website. 
You can make a difference in your 

child's  education. Hope to connect with 
you soon! 

Brenda, V.I.P. Coordinator  

Kindergarten  

Sneak Peek & Reg.  


